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Exam Questions

1.4.1 Character Sets

Q1
State why computer systems store data in binary.

[1 mark]

Q2
Given that computers store everything in binary, explain how they are able to represent text.

[2 marks]
Q3
Give one similarity between ASCII and Unicode.

[1 mark]

Q4
Give two differences between ASCIl and Unicode.

[2 marks]

Q5

A database currently is storing character using the ASCII character set but has decided to switch to
the Unicode UTF-32 character set. ASCIl uses 1 byte per character while Unicode UTF-32 uses 4
bytes per character.

Give an advantage and disadvantage of changing character sets from ASCIl to Unicode UTF-32.
[2 marks]
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